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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

New lab to boost Michigan biotech industry
A new partnership between Grand Valley and the Van Andel Institute
could lead to the development of groundbreaking new drugs and give a
boost to West Michigan's growing biotech industry.

state of Michigan awarded the Van Andel Institute an appropriation of
$4.5 million to establish the lab. It is the first GMP facility in the state
that is not affiliated with an individual company.

Construction will begin soon on a new FDA-approved Good
Manufacturing Practice facility housed in the Cook-De Vos Center for
Health Sciences. The facility will support the development of new drugs
to treat cancer and other diseases for delivery to the marketplace. The

A GMP facility is a dynamic 21st century workshop designed to produce
highly specialized treatments suitable for use in human clinical trials .
This process will make the new drug more attractive to pharmaceutical
companies by reducing the risks typically assoc~ated with drug development.
"This pioneering public-private collaboration will improve innovation,
creativity and sustainable business development in West Michigan. It
eliminates the need to contract with laboratories outside of the state and
becomes the catalyst for future life science ventures in the region," said
Matt Dugener, executive director of the West Michigan Science and
Technology Initiative.
Located in what is becoming known as Grand Rapids ' own life science
cluster, the new 5,000-square-foot facility is expected to open by summer 2007.

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

James Moyer, assistant vice president for Facilities Planning, tells board
of trustees members about a new partnership with the Van Andel
Institute.

Across Campus
Nonprofit academic
centers receive
collaborative grant
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership at
Grand Valley and two other university centers
received a $7.5 million dollar grant from the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek.
The collaboration will use each center's
strengths to increase the capacity and diversity of the nonprofit sector. Working with the
Johnson Center are the Center for Nonprofit
Leadership and Management at Arizona State
University and the Center on Philanthropy at
Indiana University. The three universities will
operate programs under the banner of the AIM
(Arizona-Indiana-Michigan) Alliance.
"There has never been a comparable alliance

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

"The new facility will provide a critical component to our region's collective efforts to tum what we discover in the laboratory into treatments
that will benefit patients. We will now be able to produce new, high-

see 'Partnership ' on page 3

···-------------------------of academic centers for philanthropy and nonprofit leadership," said Joel J. Orosz, interim
executive director of the Johnson Center. "It's
not about the benefits for the individual institutions , but rather about the advancement of
the field as a whole. It is the rising tide that
will lift all boats."
Main components of the AIM Alliance include
knowledge sharing and strengthening communities of color, cross-delivery of flagship programs, development of standardized research
protocols and joint publication and dissemination of research, and cross-participation in
significant events.
The AIM Alliance will connect each of the
three nonprofit academic centers ' work to local
and national institutions within the nonprofit
sector. The centers will focus on those organizations that serve communities of color and
that promote their leadership.

AWRI director contributes
to state groundwater
report
Al Steinman, director of Grand Valley 's Annis
Water Resources Institute, is a member of the
Groundwater Conservation Advisory Counci l,
whose final report was submitted last week to
the state Legislature as it considers Michigan's
first water-use laws.
"This report will hopefully be a blueprint for
the sustainable use of Michigan groundwater
resources," said Steinman. "Though current
pumping does not pose a threat in most areas
of Michigan, it is essential to plan now to
ensure the needs of future generations."
Most Michigan residents depend on ground-

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
without the use of any audio/visual or sales aids. The first place prize is
$1 ,200, second place is $800 and third place is $400.

continued from page 1
water as their source for drinking water; large quantities are also used by
farmers and various industries. Yet Michigan is the only Great Lakes state
without laws regulating groundwater pumping quantities.
Steinman was appointed to the council in 2002 by Sen. Ken Sikkema
to represent conservation interests and advise on groundwater resource
issues.

The contest is open to all Grand Valley students; awards are limited to
undergraduates. All participants must attend one or both of Idea Pitch
training sessions. The first is Friday, February 17, from 1-4 p.m. in Lake
Ontario Hall, room 167. The second has yet to be scheduled. For more
information contact the Center for Entrepreneurship at x1 7582.

Fitness challenge 'races'
participants to Traverse City

Capitol champs

Work Life Connections and the Grand Rapids YMCA are co-sponsoring a
"virtual race" that has participants logging enough exercise miles to reach
Traverse City by April 2. Those who complete the 150-mile challenge will
be entered into a drawing for a two-night stay at the Great Wolf Lodge for
a family of four.

Photo courtesy of Pattrick Yockey

Members of the national champion football and volleyball teams are
pictured on the floor of the House. More than 100 student-athletes and
staff members traveled to Lansing February 9. They were recognized by
both the House and Senate and met Gov. Jennifer Granholm.

Miles can be accumulated by walking, running, biking or doing other
aerobic activities; the 150-mile distance can be accomplished in six weeks
(beginning February 20) by completing five miles a day for at least five
days a week. All participants who complete the distance will receive an
exercise ball. Register online at www.gvsu .edu/worklife; a participation
fee of $10 can be sent to Human Resources, 140 Lake Michigan Hall.
Questions about the challenge can be directed to Kara Lucas at lucaska @
gvsu.edu.

AWRI offers summer internships
The Robert B. Annis Water Resources Institute is offering up to four competitive summer semester internships made possible by a gift from the
D.J. Angus-Scientech Educational Foundation.

Student entrepreneurs
asked to pitch ideas
Students with ideas or concepts for a new product, business or service are
invited to enter the first Idea Pitch Competition, sponsored by the Center
for Entrepreneurship and the Collegiate Entrepreneurs' Organization.
The pitch must be an original, innovative concept, created by the presenter. Each participant will have 90 seconds to pitch the business idea

The internships will be awarded to Grand Valley students majoring in the
sciences. Applicants are requested to complete an employment application, include a resume and compose a one-page essay. The deadline for
applications is March 10.
For more information, contact Roxana Taylor at xl3749 or via e-mail at
taylorr@gvsu.edu.

···---------------------------FORUM
Volume 30, Number 27
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum @
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331 -2221. Fax: 6 16331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www. gvsu.edu/forum .

Three campus leaders honored by 'Business Journal'
Three university women were named by
the Grand Rapids Business Journal to its
list of 50 Most Influential Women in West
Michigan.
Gayle Davis , provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs; Pat Oldt, vice president
for Planning and Equity; and Margaret
Sellers-Walker, associate director of the
Johnson Center, were chosen for their
leadership qualities and contributions to the
community.

Gayle Davis

Other publications by the News and
Information Services Office include:

GVNOW

"I am honored to be chosen as one of our region 's
'most influential' women for this year, especially so,
given the strong community of women leaders who
enrich West Michigan," said Davis.

To see video features and daily campus
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication,
GVNow, at www.gvnow. gvsu.edu .

GRAND VALLEYliGrand Valley Magazine is published quarterly

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Fifty women were selected from 162 nominations. The entries were judged by Leslie Murphy of
Plante & Moran in Southfield, Michelle Richards

Pat Oldt

Margaret Sellers
Walker

of the Michigan Women 's Business Council , and
Kate MacEwen of the Center for Empowerment &
Economic Development in Ann Arbor. Profiles of all
50 women will be published in the March 6 edition
of the Grand Rapids Business Journal.
A luncheon to honor the women will be held
on Wednesday, March 8, at Noto's restaurant in
Cascade. The keynote speaker is Michigan State
University President Lou Anna Simon.
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What's Ahead
Asian festival includes
presentation
on adoptee issues
A presentation on Asian adoptee issues continues a week of events planned for the Asian
Pacific American Heritage
Celebration at Grand
Valley.
D. John Lee, licensed
psychologist and staff
member at the MultiEthnic Counseling
Center at Michigan State
University, will talk about
D. John Lee
the increased popularity of
Americans adopting Asian
children. Lee said that as these children grow up,
they freq uently encounter adjustment and ethnic
identity issues about their "place" in society. This
session is ideal for current parents of adopted
children or those considering adoption.
His presentation will begin at 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 14, in the Kirkhof Center,
Pere Marquette Room.
Other events planned include the following:
• Asian Student Forum; today, 2-3:30 p.m.,
Cook-DeWitt Center

February 15, noon-1 :30 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, Grand River Room

Susan Im, attorney and a member of the
Michigan Advisory Council on Asian and
Pacific American Affairs, will discuss the council's activities since it was established by Gov.
Jennifer Granholm in 2005.
• Documentary Video: "Searching for Asian
America"; February 15, 5-6:30 p.m., CookDeWitt Center

This 2003 video profiles several prominent
Asian Americans: Gary Locke, governor of
Washington; Martin Bautista and Jeffrey Lim,
Filipino doctors in Oklahoma; and Lela Lee,
actress and creator of the popular comic strip
and Web site "Angry Little Girls."
For more information about the events, call
the Office of Multicultural Affairs at x 12177.
The celebration is also sponsored by the Asian
Student Union, East Asian Studies, Padnos
International Center and Office of Institutional
Marketing.

Lunch groups for working
moms scheduled
Informal brown-bag lunch groups for working
mothers, held at the Women's Center, will offer
participants an opportunity to share advice and
stories.

Connie Dang, associate director of Multicultural
Affairs, will moderate a student panel of domestic and international Asian students, who will
di scuss their experiences at Grand Valley.

Two groups will meet every other week in the
Kirkhof Center, room 161 , according to the
schedule below:

• The New Gender Roles of Chinese
Immigrant Wives; February 14, 1-2 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216

• Moms of School-Age Kids : Thursday,
February 16, noon
• Moms of Infants and Toddlers: Thursday,
February 23, noon.

Yan Yu, associate professor of sociology at
Grand Valley, will give a presentation of the
social and family problems encountered by
Asian women as they enter the workforce
- a new role for many. Traditional ly, Asian
women stayed at home to care for their families. Yu gave a presentation on this topic at the
Fifth International Conference on Diversity in
Beijing, China, in 2005.
• Establishment of the Advisory Council
on Asian and Pacific American Affairs;

Call the Women's Center at x12748 with questions; participants are encouraged to bring their
lunches.
Other initiatives for working parents include
adding baby changing stations in limited men's
and women's restrooms in Kirkhof Center and
the Eberhard Center and providing two private
"nursing nests."
The nursing nests in the Fieldhouse (room B-

127) and Performing Arts Center (room 1404)
offer a private, secure area for ~omen who
want to continue breastfeeding after returning to
work. To reserve a time in the nursing nest, call
the Women's Center or send an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu. edu.

Free Play Series features
innovative performers
Michael Lowenstern, considered one of the finest bass clarinetists in the world, will perform a
free concert at Grand Valley.
The performance will begin at 8 p.m. on
Thursday, February 16, in the Sherman Van
Solkema Recital Hall, Performing Arts Center.
It is the second concert in the new Free Play
Series,
arranged by
Bill Ryan, a
composition
professor
and a tireless advocate of contemporary
music.
Michael Lowenstern will per"I've
form on Thursday in the PAC.
designed
this series to
feature some of the most innovative performers
and composers of our time," said Ryan.

From 1997-2005, Ryan founded and produced
Open Ears, a quarterly new music concert
series, which earned national recognition by
winning three Adventurous Programming
Awards from Chamber Music America.
Lowenstern has performed and recorded
with musicians and groups as diverse as the
Klezmatics, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Steve
Reich and the Musicians, the Chamber Society
of Lincoln Center and John Zorn. Much of hi s
repertoire involves the use of computers, props
and electronic gizmos.
The Free Play Series wi ll also feat ure renegade
violinist Todd Reynolds on March 23 and new
music specialist Daan Vandewalle on March 27.

···-------------------------Partnership will help produce new pharmaceutical, biological therapies for clinical trials
continued from page 1

tion that is making the facility possible.

quality pharmaceutical and biological therapies
in sufficient quantity and at a reasonable cost
for use in clinical trials. Through this partnership, VAi will play an expanded role in bringing
new drugs to the marketplace," said David Van
Andel, chairman and CEO of the Van Andel
Institute.

"This GMP facility is absolutely necessary to
foster the development of the life sciences in
Grand Rapids. We are pleased that Grand Valley
and the Van Andel Institute have been able to
work cooperatively to secure such an important regional asset," he said. "It also illustrates
Grand Valley 's continued commitment to growing the life science industry in Grand Rapids ."

President Mark A. Murray lauded the collabora-

The project was aided by legislators at the state
and federal level. Gov. Jennifer Granho lm and
State Sen. Ken Sikkema were instrumental
in securing the $4.5 million in state funding,
while U.S. Rep. Vernon Ehlers helped secure
$462,555 of federal fundin g for the project.
The Michigan Economic Development
Corporation matched the federal award with a
grant to Grand Valley to develop the facility on
its campus.

4 Forum I February 13, 2006

•••

•••

ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Mon., Feb. 13
Noon-12 :50 p.m.: History Colloquium. Savage
Conquerors? - Archaeology and Social
History in Roman Greece, by Melissa
Morison.1041 MAK. Call xl3298 for more
information.
Noon-6 p.m.: American Red Cross Blood Drive.
204 KC. Call xl2360 for more information.
1 p.m.: Women's Commission. 104 KC . Call
xl2748 for more information.
2-3:30 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Event. Asian Student Forum. CDC. Call
x 12177 for more information.
7-9 p.m.: Human Rights Watch Film Event.
Social Activism and Documentary
Filmmaking, with Peter Kinoy. I 54 LSH. Call
xl3668 for more information.
8 p.m. : Jazz Orchestra, with director Tim
Froncek. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 for more
information.

Noon- I :30 p.m.: Asian Pacific American
Heritage Event. Establishment of the
Advisory Council on Asian and Pacific
American Affairs. KC, Grand River Room.
12:15-12:45 p.m. : Poetry: Ancient and Classical,
with Patricia Clark. Gallery, PAC. Call
xl2564 for more information.
4-5 :30 p.m.: Same-Sex Marriage: A Civil Debate
Between John Corvino and Glenn Stanton.
KC, Grand River Room. Call xl2450 for
more information.
5-6:30 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Event. Film: Searching for Asian America.
CDC.

Fri., Feb. 17
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E
DEV. Call x 17337 for more information.
2-3:30 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. You ' ve
Come a Long Way, Baby - Graduate School
is Just Around the Comer. 204 STU. Call
xl3266 for more information.
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. Jazz is
a White Man 's Word! Miles Davis and
the Fusion of Jazz and Rock in the 1970s.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x 12177
for more information.

Sat., Feb. 18
Thurs., Feb. 16
2-4 p.m.: Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. Civil
Rights Movements in a Great Lakes City : The
Confluence of Race, Ethnicity, and Culture in
the Search for Political Power. 215/216 KC.
Call x 18110 for more information.

9 a.m.-3 :30 p.m. : Grand Dialogue Event.
Intelligent Design - Is it Science? Or Does
it Matter? by Howard Van Till. Western
Theological Seminary, Holland. Call 3928555 for registration information.
8-10 p.m. : Guest Artist Series with trumpeter
Steve Hendrickson. Sherman Van Solkema
Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for more
information.

Tues., Feb. 14

3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: Recruitment Dynamics
of Chinook Salmon in the Muskegon River
Watershed by Edward Rutherford. Lake
Michigan Center, Muskegon. Call xl3749 for
more information.

11: 30 a.m.-12: 30 p.m.: Alzheimer's Support
Group. 201 KC. Call xl2215 for more information.

4-5 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. How to
Read a Textbook. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for
more information.

3 p.m. : Annual High School Honors Band with
GVSU Symphonic Wind Ensemble. LAT,
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information.

1-2 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Event. The New Gender Roles of Chinese
Immigrant Wives: Reconstructed to Maintain
the Stability of Marriages, by Yan Yu.
215/216 KC.

4:30-7 p.m.: Thursdays with U: Mardi Gras.
UC!ub Room , DEV. Call xl6620 for more
information.

Sports

5:30-7 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Event. Asian Adoptee Issues. Pere Marquette
Room, KC .
7:30 p.m. : The Vagina Monologues. CDC. Call
xl2748 for more information.

Sun., Feb. 19

7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. African
American Health Forum. Loosemore
Auditorium , DEV. Call xl2177 for more
information.

Thurs., Feb. 16

7 p.m.: WGVU Jazz Night. Z's Restaurant,
downtown Grand Rapids. Call x 16666 for
more information.

8 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Michigan Tech.

6 p.m.: Women's basketball hosts Michigan
Tech.

Fri., Feb. 17
Wed., Feb. 15
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call xl2204
for more information.

8 p.m.: Free Play Series Two, with bass clarinetist Michael Lowenstem. Sherman Van
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for
more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing,
was interviewed by Crain s Detroit Business
for a story about reopening the Detroit Marine
Terminal.
Tim Penning, assistant professor in the School
of Communications, was interviewed by WXMI
FOX 17 and WGVU Radio for stories about the
Super Bowl ads.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstei n

4 p.m.: Track and field hosts Grand Rapids
Championships.

···---------------------------

Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed
by radio stations WTRV, WOOD, WWJ and
WCSG for stories following President Bush's
State of the Union address. He also wrote an analysis of the speech for National Review Online.

Protection Agency's 2006 National Air Quality
Conference in San Antonio, Texas. She is the
author of the MEECS Air Quality Unit.
Brenda Lindberg, assistant controller in the Accounting Department earned a Competent Leader
designation in Toastmasters.

Sketches
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Anni s Water
Resources Institute, gave a presentation on the
Michigan Environmental Education Curriculum
Support project at the U.S. Environmental

Martha Moore, grants fund accountant, and Derek Moore, president of the GVSU Toastmasters
Club, each earned Leadership Excellence certificates in Toastmasters by successfully completing
the High Performance Leadership Program.

